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According to the US government, the Dec. 20 invasion of Panama, called Operation Just Cause,
was a total success. A total of 23 US soldiers died. The Pentagon has reported that 314 Panamanian
military personnel and about 200 civilians died in the course of the invasion. Many Panamanian and
foreign sources have asserted that the civilian death toll was far higher. Carmen Miro, university
professor and member of a church group, was cited by AP (01/20/90) as saying, "We have no
evidence to say there are thousands, but we know they are not 200." Some church groups said the
number of Panamanian dead could be as high as 1,000. Former US Attorney General Ramsey Clark
suggested the toll could be "anywhere from 4,000 to 7,000 but most likely 2,000." He said these
numbers had come from people he met during the two days he visited Panama in early January,
and not from his own investigation. Mario Rognoni, a leader of the political opposition to President
Guillermo Endara's government, said, "We have asked our people throughout the country to do a
survey. We think it is closer to 1,000 civilian and military, but nobody knows." According to AP, most
of the higher estimates were based on the destruction of the crowded neighborhood of El Chorrillo,
which is next to the Defense Headquarters building, the main target of the US Army fire the night
of the invasion. In addition to El Chorrillo, civilian deaths also occurred near the airport, in the San
Miguelito neighborhood where paramilitary groups fought US forces for several days, and at Rio
Hato, a Panamanian military base about 60 miles to the southwest. (Basic data from AFP, 01/19/90;
AP, 01/20/90)
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